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ABSTRACT 

PURPOSE: To miniaturize the device and to decrease the loss of a light 
quantity by forming the prepolarizer of the polarizing light source device 
of prisms and glass plates. 

CONSTITUTION: A polarization separator (prepolarizer) is formed of plural 
sheets of the plates 15 which are formed of nearly transparent glass 
materials or plastics and plural pieces of prisms. These plates and prisms 
are so disposed that the exit light from the light source device 1 1 is 
first made incident perpendicularly on the optical plane of the prism 14, 
and passes plural sheets of the plates 15 at the angle to make the 
transmittance of the polarized light perpendicular to the respective 
optical planes to nearly 100%, then again enters the prism 14 and is 
emitted perpendicularly from the optical plane thereof. The respective 
members are disposed in proximity to each other via slight air layers held 
therebetween. The small-sized polarizing light source device of high * 
efficiency is obtained in this way by using the prepolarizer of a small 
size, short optical path length and small light loss. 
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